
The Sixth Sunday of Easter

May 14, 2023

Divine Service – Setting One
(LSB p. 151)

Confession and Absolution

1. Prelude:  Nun freut euch, liebe Christen g'mein 
    (Matthias Weckmann)    

2. Come Down, O Love Divine LSB 501
1 Come down, O Love divine;

    Seek Thou this soul of mine,
And visit it with Thine own ardor glowing;
    O Comforter, draw near;
    Within my heart appear,
And kindle it, Thy holy flame bestowing.

2 O let it freely burn,
    Till worldly passions turn
To dust and ashes in its heat consuming;
    And let Thy glorious light
    Shine ever on my sight,
And clothe me round, the while my path illuming.

3 Let holy charity
    Mine outward vesture be
And lowliness become mine inner clothing—
    True lowliness of heart,
    Which takes the humbler part,
And o’er its own shortcomings weeps with
loathing.

4 And so the yearning strong,
    With which the soul will long,
Shall far outpass the pow’r of human telling;
    No soul can guess His grace
    Till it become the place
Wherein the Holy Spirit makes His dwelling.

Text: Bianco da Siena, c. 1350–1434; tr. Richard F. Littledale, 1833–90

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their
Baptism.

2. Invocation, Confession, and Absolution
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the

Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the

truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and

just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Kneel/Stand

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You
with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew

us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will
and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy
name. Amen.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for
you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called
and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Stand

Service of the Word

3. Introit: Psalm 119:89–93; antiphon: v. 105

P Your word is a lamp | to my feet*
and a light | to my path.

P Forever, O | LORD, your word*
is firmly fixed | in the heavens.

C Your faithfulness endures to all gener- | ations;*
you have established the earth, and it | stands
fast.

P By your appointment they | stand this day,*
for all things are your | servants.

C If your law had not been | my delight,*
I would have perished in my af- | fliction.

P I will never forget your | precepts,*
for by them you have giv- | en me life.

C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

P Your word is a lamp | to my feet*
and a light | to my path.

4. Kyrie
P In peace let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us

pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of

the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to
the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their

worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C Amen.

5. This Is the Feast
Refrain: C This is the feast of victory for our God.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

C Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose
blood set us free to be people of God.  (Refrain)

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor,
blessing, and glory are His. (Refrain)



Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn
of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the
Lamb forever. Amen. (Refrain)

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign.
Alleluia. (Refrain)

6. Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.

O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy
inspiration grant that we may think those things that are
right and by Your merciful guiding accomplish them;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C Amen.

Sit

7. First Reading: Acts 17:16–31
16While Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was
provoked within him as he saw that the city was full of idols. 17So he
reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons,
and in the marketplace every day with those who happened to be
there. 18Some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers also
conversed with him. And some said, “What does this babbler wish to
say?” Others said, “He seems to be a preacher of foreign
divinities”—because he was preaching Jesus and the resurrection.
19And they took hold of him and brought him to the Areopagus,
saying, “May we know what this new teaching is that you are
presenting? 20For you bring some strange things to our ears. We
wish to know therefore what these things mean.” 21Now all the
Athenians and the foreigners who lived there would spend their
time in nothing except telling or hearing something new.
22So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of
Athens, I perceive that in every way you are very religious. 23For as I
passed along and observed the objects of your worship, I found also
an altar with this inscription, ‘To the unknown god.’ What therefore
you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24The God who
made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and
earth, does not live in temples made by man, 25nor is he served by
human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives
to all mankind life and breath and everything. 26And he made from
one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth,
having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their
dwelling place, 27that they should seek God, in the hope that they
might feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not
far from each one of us, 28for
“‘In him we live and move and have our being’;
as even some of your own poets have said,
“‘For we are indeed his offspring.’
29Being then God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the divine
being is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and
imagination of man. 30The times of ignorance God overlooked, but
now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31because he
has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by
a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to
all by raising him from the dead.”

The reading concludes:
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

8. Gradual (adapt. from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7;
Psalm 8:6)
C Christ has risen  | from the dead.*

[God the Father] has crowned him with glory and 
| honor.

He has given him dominion over the works  | of his
hands;*

he has put all things un- | der his feet.

9. Epistle: 1 Peter 3:13–22
13Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good?
14But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will be
blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, 15but in your hearts
regard Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a
defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in
you; 16yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a good
conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your
good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. 17For it is better to
suffer for doing good, if that should be God’s will, than for doing evil.
18For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the
unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the
flesh but made alive in the spirit, 19in which he went and proclaimed
to the spirits in prison, 20because they formerly did not obey, when
God’s patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being
prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely
through water. 21Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you,
not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a
good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has
gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels,
authorities, and powers having been subjected to him.

The reading concludes: 
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand

10. Alleluia and Verse
C Alleluia.

Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia.

11. Holy Gospel: John 14:15–21
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth

chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
15[Jesus said:] “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.
16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to
be with you forever, 17even the Spirit of truth, whom the world
cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You
know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you.
18“I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19Yet a little
while and the world will see me no more, but you will see me.
Because I live, you also will live. 20In that day you will know that I
am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21Whoever has my
commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who
loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and
manifest myself to him.”

The reading concludes: 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

12.Dear Christians, One and All LSB 556:1, 5-10
C 1 Dear Christians, one and all, rejoice,

    With exultation springing,
And with united heart and voice
    And holy rapture singing,
Proclaim the wonders God has done,
How His right arm the vict’ry won.
    What price our ransom cost Him!

5 God said to His belovèd Son:
    “It’s time to have compassion.
Then go, bright jewel of My crown,
    And bring to all salvation.



From sin and sorrow set them free;
Slay bitter death for them that they
    May live with You forever.”

! 6 The Son obeyed His Father’s will,
    Was born of virgin mother;
And God’s good pleasure to fulfill,
    He came to be my brother.
His royal pow’r disguised He bore;
A servant’s form, like mine, He wore
    To lead the devil captive.

C 7 To me He said: “Stay close to Me,
    I am your rock and castle.
Your ransom I Myself will be;
    For you I strive and wrestle.
For I am yours, and you are Mine,
And where I am you may remain;
    The foe shall not divide us.

! 8 “Though he will shed My precious blood,
    Me of My life bereaving,
All this I suffer for your good;
    Be steadfast and believing.
Life will from death the vict’ry win;
My innocence shall bear your sin,
    And you are blest forever.

C 9 “Now to My Father I depart,
    From earth to heav’n ascending,
And, heav’nly wisdom to impart,
    The Holy Spirit sending;
In trouble He will comfort you
And teach you always to be true
    And into truth shall guide you.

10 “What I on earth have done and taught
    Guide all your life and teaching;
So shall the kingdom’s work be wrought
    And honored in your preaching.
But watch lest foes with base alloy
The heav’nly treasure should destroy;
    This final word I leave you.”

Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Richard Massie, 1800–87, alt.

13. Sermon:  “Orphans? Never!”  (John 14:15-21)
Stand

14. Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God,

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth

and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down

from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin

Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius

Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the

Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both

the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is

worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic

Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of

sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

15. Prayer of the Church
Petitions conclude:
P Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer. 

16. Offertory
C What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to

me?
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call
on the name of the Lord.
I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the
name of the Lord.
I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of
all His people,
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you,
O Jerusalem.

Service of the Sacrament
17. Preface

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

18. Proper Preface
P It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising

You and saying:

19. Sanctus
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

20. Prayer of Thanksgiving
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth,  . . . with the

Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

21. Lord’s Prayer
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to

pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,



hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those

who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever.  Amen.

22. The Words of Our Lord

23. Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

24. Agnus Dei
C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;

have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace.

Sit

25. Distribution
Built on the Rock LSB 645 

1 Built on the Rock the Church shall stand
    Even when steeples are falling.
Crumbled have spires in ev’ry land;
    Bells still are chiming and calling,
Calling the young and old to rest,
But above all the souls distressed,
    Longing for rest everlasting.

2 Surely in temples made with hands
    God, the Most High, is not dwelling;
High above earth His temple stands,
    All earthly temples excelling.
Yet He who dwells in heav’n above
Chooses to live with us in love,
    Making our bodies His temple.

3 We are God’s house of living stones,
    Built for His own habitation.
He through baptismal grace us owns
    Heirs of His wondrous salvation.
Were we but two His name to tell,
Yet He would deign with us to dwell
    With all His grace and His favor.

4 Here stands the font before our eyes,
    Telling how God has received us.
The_altar recalls Christ’s sacrifice
    And what His Supper here gives us.
Here sound the Scriptures that proclaim
Christ yesterday, today, the same,
    And evermore, our Redeemer.

5 Grant, then, O God, Your will be done,
    That, when the church bells are ringing,
Many in saving faith may come
    Where Christ His message is bringing:
“I know My own; My own know Me.
You, not the world, My face shall see.
    My peace I leave with you. Amen.”

Text: Nikolai Fredrik Severin Grundtvig, 1783–1872, abr.; tr. Carl Döving, 1867–1937, alt.

Stand

26. Thank the Lord
C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone

what He has done.
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear
His name.
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in
joy
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.

27. Post-Communion Collect
P Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through
the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward
one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

C Amen.

28. Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to
you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

C Amen.

Sit

29. Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness LSB 849
1 Praise the One who breaks the darkness

    With a liberating light;
Praise the One who frees the pris’ners,
    Turning blindness into sight.
Praise the One who preached the Gospel,
    Healing ev’ry dread disease,
Calming storms, and feeding thousands
    With the very Bread of peace.

2 Praise the One who blessed the children
    With a strong, yet gentle, word;
Praise the One who drove out demons
    With the piercing, two-edged sword.
Praise the One who brings cool water
    To the desert’s burning sand;
From this Well comes living water,
    Quenching thirst in ev’ry land.

3 Let us praise the Word Incarnate,
    Christ, who suffered in our place.
Jesus died and rose victorious
    That we may know God by grace.
Let us sing for joy and gladness,
    Seeing what our God has done;
Let us praise the true Redeemer,
    Praise the One who makes us one.

Text: Rusty Edwards, 1955

Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004516

30. Postlude
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